
 

2017 Yearly Update 

The Association of Washington School Leaders AWSL 

The Association of Washington School Leaders, also known as AWSL, held its fall conference at 

Eisenhower High School during the weekend of Oct. 13-15. Ike, Davis, West Valley, Selah, East 

Valley, Toppenish, Highland, and Grandview all participated in the preparation efforts of hosting 

students from more than 50 schools.  Preparations for this big event began a year in advance.  Mike 

Duerre, leadership teacher at East Valley High School, came to us over a year ago and said that he 

was going to suggest Teytum’s Gifts as the service project.  We were excited to hear that the 

teachers agreed! 

 

In the last year, several events were held at different schools all around the valley as students 

prepared to collect the items and funds needed to pack around 1,000 backpacks, which was their 

lofty goal. We were at many of these events sharing what Teytum’s Gifts is and does and why we do 



it.  We met a lot of people and were thankful for the opportunities these events provided.  

 

Our family hosted 3 girls at our house for the big weekend.  It was fun getting to know them.  We also 

hosted the ‘entertainment’ on Friday evening at our house with a dinner, bon fire, and s’mores for the 

kids and their host families.  All the students that were staying with East Valley families came.  

 

We’re not sure of the total number of high school students that participated in the Teytum’s Gifts 

service project but it was around 800.  We had the opportunity to speak to all the students and the 

leadership teachers as we kicked off the project of packing backpacks.  We couldn’t pass up the 

opportunity to share Christ as we had the attention of hundreds of people.  What an amazing thing it 

is to explain the reason behind Teytum’s Gifts and why we serve.  After all, there is no hope without 

Jesus; backpacks filled with necessities and comfort items in themselves don’t provide hope, Jesus 

does.  

 

When it was all done, there were over 800 

backpacks stuffed with care.  600 of those 

backpacks went with the students who packed 

them to be delivered to a department in their 

community all over Washington State.  The 200 

backpacks that were left came home with us, and 

over the next several weeks we were able to 

complete them with the missing items and deliver 

them.  Because of this event, we were able to 

expand our reach to three new locations. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Region 1 South 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a map that shows how the state  of Washington is split into regions for foster care.  Region 1 
South includes the following Counties: Kittitas, Yakima, Klickitat, Benton, Franklin, Walla Walla, and 
Columbia. Teytum's Gifts is located in the Yakima County.  We are fully committed to supplying 
backpacks to each of the three departments in our county but we hope not to stop there.     
  
Our hope is that every child coming entering foster care in our region will receive a Teytum’s Gifts 
backpack.  We have fully committed to supporting our local departments (Yakima, Toppenish, 
Sunnyside) and have been able to do that.  Because God has provided, we have also been able to 
meet the needs in Ellensburg and Goldendale as well.  Recently we have added White Salmon and 
coming soon-  the Community Resource Group.  Our hope is that we can supply every department in 
our region with backpacks. We are looking to partner with godly churches in our region that will 
support this cause.  We are praying for God’s will to be done and greatly look forward to seeing what 
God will do! 
 

 

 

 

Baby Basics Bags 

by Teytum's Gifts 

  

We now have Teytum’s Gift Baby Basics Bags available to newborns at Memorial Hospital.  These 

very special bags are kept with care right at the hospital and given to newborns as they enter foster 

care.  Instead of backpacks, we have chosen to use cute tote bags as diaper bags. Inside each bag is 

a very special handmade layette set (swaddling blanket, burp rag, bib and pacifier lovie), a ‘slow-flow’ 

baby bottle, diapers, wipes, diaper cream, special clothes to leave in, a bible, and a TG letter. We are 

thankful for this opportunity.  

  



Thank you to a group of ladies that call their 

service ‘Hands of Hope’.  They have made over 

100 handmade layette sets for TG to use in their 

Baby Basic Bags and 0-3 months 

backpacks.  They have also made around 50 

beautiful pillowcases, put pillows inside and 

wrapped them with care so that kids coming into 

foster care have a pillow to sleep on.  This was a 

thoughtful idea!  

  

We are always on the lookout for newborn 

clothing and slow-flow baby bottles! 

Here is a beautiful baby girl all snuggled up and 

covered with the special items that she received 

in her Baby Basics Bag. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numbers Report 

Teytum’s Gifts started in November of 2014.  Below is a brief explanation of deliveries in our region: 
 
2014: 102 backpacks to Yakima DSHS 
2015: 115 backpacks to Yakima DSHS 
2016: 312 backpacks to Yakima, Sunnyside, Toppenish, Ellensburg, Goldendale, Casey Family 
2017: 927 backpacks to Yakima, Sunnyside, Toppenish, Ellensburg, Goldendale, Memorial Hospital, 
White Salmon (this includes the 600 backpacks that went out throughout Washington State with the 
student leadership conference). 
 
TOTAL: 1,456    Praise God! 1,456 backpacks have been dispersed throughout Washington State to 
children who need hope and love. Thank you to all of you who support this ministry. 
 
 

Community Feedback 

We value the feedback we receive from foster parents, social workers and everyone involved 
with the foster care system.  We appreciate hearing how Teytum’s Gifts has affected a life and 
hope you feel blessed as you read these words.  
  
“Recently we (The Department, as we sometimes call ourselves) took 3 young children into care that 
had smelly clothes on their backs and needed baths.  These children aged 10, 4 and an infant, were 



placed with their grandparents who were completely unprepared to take them.  The four-year-old 
made the comment when he saw what was in the backpack, “WOW, just for me?”   Like he could not 
believe it.  The ten-year old’s eyes really lit up when he saw the books.  Of course the grandparents 
were happiest to see the diapers and wipes, as they were not prepared for an infant.  Most of the time 
children come into state custody with just the clothes on their backs.  These backpacks have really 
been lifesavers for the children and for the people taking care of them, (sometimes the children come 
into care in the middle of the night to a home that isn’t quite ready.)" 
  
 
"Many of the older children are very thankful just to have a backpack regardless of what is inside as 
they do not have one for school books, etc.  The children may not have been trained to give thanks, 
but when you observe their reactions they are very grateful." 
 
 
"There was a family with 5 “stair-step” children who ranged in age from newborn to age 7.  The oldest 
child was compelled to assist a lot with child care and had little time for herself.  She was ecstatic to 
receive coloring books and a drawing pad as she loves to do these things and she sat right down on 
the floor and started coloring.  She had been helping her parents to care for her 4-year-old autistic 
sister and her 2 1/2 and 1 1/2-year-old brother and sister and now a new baby had joined the family, 
this was impeding her being able to go to school due to having to help parents at home.  The stuffed 
animal was seen to stop the tears of the four-year old." 
 
 
"With some of the children who may not get to celebrate their birthday or Christmas, these backpacks 
can really make lasting impressions and bring smiles to faces. Some of these kiddos are trying to 
adjust to living with strangers, attending new schools and having new people making important 
decisions for them.  Having something they can call their own may be a new experience for them. 
May God bless everyone who contributes!!!” 
  
 
“Children have their eyes light up because they are given something new, and it is now theirs.  I don't 
think we do enough to let you know how such a small gesture has such an impact on so many 
children.  For some it feels like they matter because they can't remember when they got something 
new and not a hand me down.” 
 
 
“Hi, I’m a local foster parent and I just picked up a baby today.  This is not the first time that I’ve 
received a bag from you guys.  It’s helped so much each time!  I have taken four babies in the last 
year, and they never stay long enough to receive the clothing voucher.  I tried to read the note with 
the Bible and I just couldn’t! I kept crying.  Thank you so much for what you do!  It’s such a blessing!” 
 
 

Current Needs 

Our current needs list on our website, teytumsgifts.com, is always current!  If you would like to 
purchase items - please take a look at that list. We are especially needing Jesus Storybook Bibles, 
Adult ESV bibles, baby clothing, and playing cards.  
  
In February, our yearly Life Gate membership of $900 is due. We don’t have the funds at this time to 
pay for this important part of how we get supplies but we are trusting God in all things. 
 

https://teytumsgifts.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7b36f15e03a8da7b2e2a4a056&id=f4c80c4637&e=e789a34c37


Supporter/Donor Highlights 

We are always thankful for the people and organizations that support Teytum’s Gifts.  God uses your 
generosity in so many ways.  
 
Amy Rike: fomula, Bethany Hall: home school co-op hand-made blankets, Lisa Owens: children’s 
books, Sun Valley Church: VBS, Ranger Rivard: underwear, Hands of Hope: newborn layette sets, 
Coca Cola: 100 backpacks, John and Judy Repp: handmade  burp cloths, winter clothing, Yakima 
Seahawks Club, Faith Community Church (Zillah) Soccer Camp, West Valley Track and Field, Jesse 
and Clair Allen, Gwen Dave and Sue Manning, First Fruits, RBC Wealth Management, Legends 
Casino, Bill and Beverly Van Oostrum, Christian Saunders, LaSarah Montgomery, Junior League of 
Yakima, Naches Valley PTSA, Jennifer Mengarelli, Betty Kennicutt, David and Molly Taylor, Fleicia 
Rosenow, Jeff and Jackie Smith, Fredrick Vanhoose, Susan Bonsor, Joe and Angie Vickers, Josh 
and Heather Phillips, Marilyn Waits, Matt and Lisa Long, Meggie McIlroy, Mountainview Christian 
Fellowship, Nurse/Family Partnership (Children’s Village), Pam Delbeck, Patsy Riker, David and 
Heidi Pommer, and John and Rhonda Barnes. 

Visit Teytum’s Gifts for More Information!  

 

Papa Bob and Teytum 

One of our many adventures together 

delivering backpacks 

 

 

 

https://teytumsgifts.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7b36f15e03a8da7b2e2a4a056&id=fdb9985654&e=e789a34c37

